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contrary, tell them the truth of everything, be it
for good or evil to them; that they often detect
criminals, expose vice, prevent mischief, and pro-
mote virtue ; things nobody will pretend are in the
intent and meaning of evil spirits ; that they do not
impose upon the ignorant to cheat and defraud
them, or make unjust advantages of them.

In discoursing many years since upon this sub-
ject with a particular friend, a judicious and learned
man, and one that was not easily imposed upon,
I seemed to be doubtful of the reality of the thing
in general, and whether there was indeed such a
thing as that of men having intercourse with the
world of spirits, and whether we might distin-
guish between that and witchcraft, insisting that I
thought it was all witchcraft, sorcery, and the
Devil.

He told me he was of my mind till some years
before, that he had occasion to converse with the
famous magician called Dr. Boreman, in Kent, who
he assured me was a very grave judicious man, and,
as he believed, a good man. I had once, said he,
above all the rest, a long conference with him on a
particular occasion ; but 'tis too long to tell you the
particulars. If 'tis not too long for you to tell,
said I, it will not be too long for me to hear, for
I am really impatient to know what is to be known
of that kind; and the more, because I am at a loss
to pass a judgment about it. Well, said he, if I
tire you then with the length of it, tell me, and I
will leave off. So he began his story thus : I had,
said he, a friend, a young man, who desired me, upon
an extraordinary occasion, to go with him (as he
called it) to a cunning man.

I asked him what was the business-
He said it was business of consequence to hims
and though he did not care to tell it just then, yet
I should know it afterward.